VOLUNTEER REMINDERS
VOLUNTEER REMINDERS

TGF VOLUNTEER NAME TAGS  Currently TGF is out of name tags for volunteers - they have all been distributed!    New ones are being ordered, so if you don't have your own TGF name tag, please write your names on the Name Tag clipboard at the volunteer corner, and they will be made for you as soon as new ones arrive.   Until then, please use a small paper label name tag when you come to volunteer. Also, make sure to hang your name tag on the ribbons when you leave. 

SIGNING UP FOR TGF VOLUNTEER TASKS  When you are able to volunteer at the Aviary in Elizabeth or at  the Birdbrain in Denver, it is extremely helpful to the TGF staff if you would first send an email to me, whether you have taken a task off of the weekly Volunteer Opportunities attachment or if you just want to drop in and help with on-going tasks!  My job as the volunteer Volunteer Coordinator is to inform the staff ahead of time (via a staff calendar/schedule) that you will be on site, what time frame you will be there, and what task you will be doing.  They can then expect you.  Thank you so much for helping me with this interim step in the process!  


There are a number of  dedicated volunteers who have committed to volunteering weekly on specific days for specific jobs.   Those people will remain on the weekly volunteer opportunities  unless I am notified that their plans have changed.  Once again, thank you to everyone for spending your valuable summer days working for the flock at The Gabriel Foundation.  

UPDATING WAIVERS  The Gabriel Foundation is updating its files!   One of the forms that needs to be on file for ALL volunteers (as well as visitors to the Aviary and Adoption Center) is THE GABRIEL FOUNDATION®  RELEASE, WAIVER AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT .  As volunteers you may have already filled out a waiver form (at Volunteer Orientation).   But, if you wouldn't mind, would you please fill out the attached form and either 1) bring it with you the next time that you volunteer at TGF, or 2) send it to Karen VanderHyde, Avian Specialist, at the Aviary. Her address is:     
 
Karen VanderHyde, Avian Specialist
39520 County Road 13
Elizabeth, CO 80107
You can also find the clipboard with the waivers at the TGF volunteer corner in Building A.

Thank you so much for helping with this bookkeeping chore!


SIGN IN AND OUT  When you come in to volunteer at the Aviary in Elizabeth, please remember to sign in and out at the small table in the corner as you head into the bird rooms.   You will find notices of upcoming events (w/ sign-up sheets)  and the current week's volunteer schedule posted on the bulletin board.   If you aren't scheduled for a specific task, take a look at the posted volunteer schedule and see if there is anything that you are able to do that is available on the day that you arrive.  Staff has been notified to write any last minute needs on the dry erase board in the corridor between A and B.  Please check that also.   

 

UPCOMING EVENTS
 

Kiowa Street Fair
Saturday, August 14, 2010    9 AM - 3 PM   (Just two weeks away!)  
TGF will be participating in the 2nd Annual Kiowa Street Fair in Kiowa, CO on Saturday, August 14th from 9 AM - 3 PM.   This will be a wonderful opportunity to share the gem that is The Gabriel Foundation with the folks in nearby Kiowa, CO.   (Kiowa is the county seat of Elbert County, located approximately 6 miles east of Elizabeth, CO on Highway 86.)   This event will take place outdoors in AF Nordman Town Park.  TGF will have parrot ambassadors on site, as well as a table (canopied) with literature about the Foundation.   Volunteers will be needed to help set up the TGF table and canopy,  interact with the public, answer questions about TGF and parrots, pass out brochures/information,  and then break down the table and pack up all materials.  Help may be needed transporting birds to and from the Aviary.  

Organizers of this event want all tables ready by 8:45 AM, so staff and volunteers will need to be on site no later than 8:30 AM on the 14th.   Four volunteers would be ideal for this.  Volunteering for an AM shift or a PM shift would also be helpful if you can only spare a portion of your Saturday!  Just let me know (via email) if you would like to come and meet the folks in Kiowa and share your knowledge about TGF!  

****

Participating in  TGF Outreach events is a Tier II task, which means you must have volunteered at least 25 hours, you are current with your volunteer requirements (6 hours per month/6 months),  you are a member of The Gabriel Foundation, and you have taken Beyond Bird Basics.

VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED!
Volunteers are always needed to repair and replenish pvc toys, make foraging toys, hang phone books on the large birds' cages, wash cages, and tackle our perpetual weeds outdoors! 

FLIGHT MAINTENANCE
Flight Maintenance is scheduled for August 22nd from 9 AM - 12 PM.  With all of the recent rains, there will be bouquets of weeds needing to be pulled as well as toys that will need to be repaired, replenish or just replaced!  We'll have the drill press available as well as the chop saw to keep the wood pieces coming!  A sign-up sheet will be available at the volunteer corner at the Aviary or you can confirm you will be there by emailing me @ volunteers@thegabrielfoundation.org.   

FYI To anyone who is volunteering to cut wood pieces for the pvc toys at the Aviary:  Please make sure that you use a drill bit that is at least 1/2" - 5/8" in diameter to accommodate the sisal rope!  New drill bits are available.   Thanks!
BIRDIE BUDDIES AT TGF! - Help Needed Making "BB" Tags for Cages
Many TGF volunteers are finding their Birdie Buddies at the Aviary in Elizabeth!    Sometimes it's hard to tell if the volunteer is picking the bird, or the bird is choosing the person!    TGF Staff is trying to get tags made for all Birdie Buddie  and then attach them to their cages - if this is something that you would want to sit down and do at the Aviary, it would be a big help.    Please contact me via email (volunteers@thegabrielfoundation.org)  and we will arrange a convenient time for you to work on this.  Thanks so much! 

GABRIEL'S GARDENS
How does your garden grow?   Knock on wood: the summer thunderstorms have only brought rains to my gardens, no hail!   Currently I have a large patch of my garden dedicated to greens for the TGF flock and they are ALL coming in strong:   collard greens, mustard greens, Swiss chard and spinach, as well as radishes and squash.  (Even the grasshoppers haven't found my garden yet!) 

Greens are a weekly expense for the Foundation, as they are not included in the wonderful produce that Safeway is able to donate.  Are you having a bumper crop this year?   Peppers?  Summer squash? Peas? String beans?  Carrots?  Greens? Is your corn producing yet?   If you have not used any chemicals on your gardens and would like to share your garden's bounty, it would take such a financial burden off of the Foundation...if only for the few months until we are all once again under a foot or two of snow here in Colorado!    Thank you for your generosity!   

REPLACE SHADE CLOTH ATOP OUTSIDE FLIGHTS
A big heartfelt THANK YOU to Rhonda Harris's brother-in-law, Joe, for helping to put shade cloth atop the outside flights this past week!  With the temperatures in the high 80's and 90's, having a reprieve from the sun is imperative for the TGF flock.  Frames will still need to be created for the shade cloth in the near future, but for the time being, the conditions are 100% better than they were!     

H2O PATROL
For All TGF Aviary and Adoption Center Volunteers:


When you come to volunteer and take your 'walkabouts' keep your eye out for empty water bowls and dishes in the outside flights.   The birds need to have access all day long to fresh supplies of drinking water.  As you know, bowls can be tipped, pitched, or depending on the day and heat, the water may even evaporate.  If you see an empty bowl or dish, let a staff member know so that the bowl can be refilled with fresh water.  (See "Summer Showers" below.)

SUMMER SHOWERS
As warmer days approach, there is more need for frequent birdie showers at the Aviary in Elizabeth.    The flock is spending its days outside, and volunteers are needed to give gentle showers to the birds while they're in the flights.  These can be done with the hose and a soft spray attachment (always cascading the water from above the birds) or by using the hand spray bottles that are available in Building A.  (Care must be taken when showering the birds that are bare-skinned as cold showers can send their systems into shock!)

Showering the birds outdoors is a wonderful way to spend your volunteer time at the Aviary - the birds love and appreciate the opportunity to cool down as well as get spiffed up!   

 

TOYMAKING
Put your create caps on!  TGF has had many generous donations of toy making materials, and they've all landed on the toy supply shelves in the corridor between Building A and B.   Most of the new toy parts are for smaller birds (hurrah!) and they are begging to be attached to the smaller pvc toy pieces.  If you want to spend some time volunteering by making some of these toys, please do so...the little birds will appreciate it very much! 

 

NEW  WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY SAFEWAY FOOD PICKUP PEOPLE STILL NEEDED 
Two volunteers are now needed to make the Safeway food pickup every Wednesday & Thursday mornings.   This takes approximately two hours of time, and entails picking up the produce from the store, bringing it back to the Aviary, sorting into three easy categories, taking a quick inventory, and then storing it on the appropriate shelves in the walk-in refrigerator.  This is an extremely important job as it provides much needed fresh vegetables and fruits for the TGF flock.   Feeding hundreds of parrots is an expensive proposition and the Safeway pickup puts a healthy dent in the cost of fresh food!    If  you or someone you  know of  wants to become the official Wednesday or Thursday Safeway person, please contact me @ volunteers@thegabrielfoundation.org or respond to this email.    

 HELP NEEDED AT THE BIRDBRAIN (1025 ACOMA, DENVER, CO)
There has been an incredible amount of remodeling that has taken place at The Birdbrain, TGF's retail store!    As you all know, the birds from the Pueblo Rescue are residing at The Birdbrain, and this has raised the bird population considerably.  All Pueblo birds were recently moved out of the modular into their own space in the store.     If you have been wanting to volunteer but have been unable to come to Elizabeth because of time and distance issues, there might be some volunteer tasks that you are able to do.  Please look at the list below and contact me (via email)  if you are able to help at The Birdbrain.  Being able to commit to volunteering on a regular basis would be a tremendous help to the staff and birds.   Thank you so much for considering this.


Days and Times:                 MONDAYS, TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS   11 AM - 4 PM
Staff Contact Person(s):     Julie Murad
                                              Hector and Brenda (re: bird information and toys needs)

Tasks needed:
                                                1    changing newspapers, sweeping, cleaning bird rooms
                                                2    changing water in cages
                                                3    spritz/showering the birds
                                                4    cage enrichment (with staff supervision)
                                                5    making foraging boxes    
                                                6    cutting/drilling wood for toys
                                                7    repair, replenish and string pvc toys
                                                8    Prepping donated fresh food and separating good from  non-usable food                                        
 

 TAKE A WALKABOUT AT THE AVIARY!

We would like you to TAKE A BREAK  when you're volunteering with TGF.  Really!  Your eyes become 'ours' when you come to volunteer at the Aviary, and we would like you to take a  walkabout around the outside flights, weather permitting, and just enjoy the birds in their flights.  At the same time, please look closely for birds that might be being bullied by others, birds that are staying on the ground for an unusual amount of time,  birds that seem anxious/upset, toes or beaks that might be caught in a toy,  and/or just situations that don't look normal to you.   Report anything unusual  immediately to a staff member.  Your keen observing skills may help to save a flock member's life!   If the weather is inclement, the same procedure will apply.  TAKE A FEW MINUTES from your task and just cruise indoors through the different species' rooms in the building where you're working and observe the parrots in their cages.    It will be good for you, and good for the TGF flock as well!  Thanks so much


HOURLY BUILDING CHECKS
        
Consider doing your walk-about with more in-depth intent.   The Aviary is looking for volunteers willing to be mentored by staff members who would do an hourly building check using a check-off sheet of their observations.  Volunteers can do this task as well as whatever other job they are participating in.  "Hourly" means ideally it will happen in each building every hour.   You would be only responsible for one official walk-about while you are at the Aviary volunteering.  Consider this task:   It will hone your skills as an observer of parrot behavior and body language! 


***
TGF VOLUNTEER WISH LIST

When you volunteer at The Gabriel Foundation or at The BirdBrain and believe that there is something that will make caring for the TGF flock easier/better, first ask a staff member if that item is already available.   If it isn't, contact me and I will post it in this space and possibly someone will be able to make that much needed donation.  You can also add the item to the Wish List that is posted on the volunteer bulletin board in the corridor between Buildings A & B at the Aviary.  Thanks!

CHOP SAW A chop saw is needed at The Birdbrain in Denver.  With the addition of the Pueblo flock, there is a constant  need for wood to be cut and drilled for their toys.   The cockatoos and macaws go through the wooden toys like they're candy, and it is not efficient to drill and cut wood and haul it from Elizabeth to Denver.  Besides, the Aviary flock watches warily as their potential toys leave the premises!    

 Do you have a chop saw that is gathering dust from lack of use and  crying for attention?  Or do you know a hardware or do-it-yourself store that might make a donation of a new chop saw?   Craigslist?  

If you can make a donation of a good, safe working chop saw, it would be a tremendous help, AND you would get a tax write-off for a charitable contribution!  Thanks for considering this!

***
VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION AND TRAINING
If you know friends, family, co-workers, neighbors, anyone! who would like to become a volunteer at TGF, please encourage them to download an application online @ www.thegabrielfoundation.org and attend one of our next Volunteer Orientation and Training Sessions. The next Orientation is scheduled for this Sunday,  August 1st from 12 PM - 2:30 PM.   Training sessions are scheduled for the following Wednesday mornings, August 4th, from 9-10:30 AM or Sunday, August 8th, from 11 AM - 12:30 PM.  There is no such thing as having too many volunteers!   

CO-PARROTING WITH THE TGF FLOCK 

Our next Co-Parroting group will meet on Sunday, the 22nd of August, at the Aviary from 1 PM - 3 PM.   Now is the time to sign up!   This is a wonderful opportunity to hone your 'parroting' skills and learn from the pros.   Receive training/behavior techniques from Julie Murad, CEO and Founder of The Gabriel Foundation, as well as from experts Dr. Noel Opitz and Karen VanderHyde, Aviary Specialist.  Topics and skills change every session. There is always something new to learn about the world of parrots!   Work with some of the TGF flock and resident 'feathered ambassadors."   This is an incredible opportunity for just our volunteers to interact with the birds.   (Aviary - Elizabeth, CO - Building A).    Group size is limited to 10 volunteers with a minimum of 4 participants, so sign up soon!  

You must have taken or be in the process of taking "Beyond Bird Basics" and be a TGF member in order to participate.  We would like to offer this to active TGF volunteers, so make sure that you are current with your 6 hours per month/6 months of volunteer time.  Contact The Gabriel Foundation @  303.629.5900 to begin "Beyond Bird Basics"  online. 
Watch for an upcoming  article about the Co-Parroting event that took place on Sunday, July 25th on the TGF website: www.thegabrielfoundation.org! What a fantastic learning experience for the volunteers who attended!

BIRDIE BUDDIES AT TGF!
Do you have a favorite feathered friend that catches your eye (and your heart) when you come to volunteer at the Aviary?   The Gabriel Foundation wants to offer you an opportunity to choose your very own TGF Birdie Buddy.   A tag will be attached to the cage of your "Buddy"  identifying the parrot as your Buddy.    

You might wonder what difference this can make in the life of this bird.   Two words:   A LOT.   As your bird's Buddy you will become an extra set of eyes and ears for TGF.  When you visit your special friend, you can take note of droppings, behaviors, health, and report anything out of sync to a staff member. You might be an important life-line for him/her.  You can also relay any wonderful behaviors or quirks that you see!   You can make/bring toys for your Buddy and give this little guy or gal a regular spritz shower.  You can just spend time talking and visiting - just giving your Buddy some special, much-needed attention. This is not necessarily a hands-on relationship...a lot can be accomplished through the cage!    With the hundreds of birds on site at the Aviary, you can imagine what a great help this would be, not only for the staff, but for the well-being of the TGF flock!   Consider this...and when you come to volunteer keep an eye out for that one Birdie Buddy that is waiting for a good friend...YOU!  

******************

Thanks to everyone for all that you do for the TGF flock and staff.   Your dedication as TGF volunteers is so very much appreciated!

Gaye Thomasson
Volunteer Coordinator
The Gabriel Foundation
39520 County Road 13
Elizabeth, Colorado 80107
T: 303.629.5900 x 235
F: 303.646.1351
www.thegabrielfoundation.org
