CHRISTINE STONER 

The first TGF Volunteer of the Month for 2011 is Christine Stoner! Christine has been volunteering at the Aviary and Adoption Center for almost a year, and she has made an incredible difference for the Foundation.

You name the task and Christine is there, offering her help. She graciously uses her high level computer skills, creating a spreadsheet of volunteer tasks, as well as modifying a spreadsheet for tracking volunteer hours. Chris spends time filing and entering data, but she doesn’t stop there. You can find her every Friday in the “conure room,” changing papers and sweeping the floors, checking cages for enrichment, and visiting with her Birdie Buddies! But working in the conure room only comes after she picks up and sorts the produce from Safeway. But wait. There’s more!

Whenever there is a call for volunteer help, Christine is there. She has braved windy, chilly Volunteer Work Days, helping to clean up the outside flights and to fill them with new toys for warmer days. When TGF has been invited to participate in outreach events, for instance at Tagawa Gardens in Parker, CO, she has helped to “man” the table, talking to visitors about the Foundation and sharing our feathered ambassadors like a pro! When Chris was recently asked to help enrich all of the birds’ cages at The Birdbrain, she stepped up and assisted with toy making as well as delivering them to the TBB flock.

Christine has demonstrated a desire to constantly expand her knowledge about parrots. She participates in our monthly hands-on “Co-Parroting with the TGF Flock” seminars and has also attended workshops at the Aviary. The skills she has learned are put into practice with the TGF flock as well as with her personal feathered kids!

Chris and her husband have three birds of their own, including their newest family member, a feisty African Grey parrot named Rochester, recently adopted from The Gabriel Foundation. We all enjoy Chris’s stories about her flock and how Rochester is settling in! 

Thank you so much, Christine. You are an incredible role model for other TGF volunteers and parrot caretakers. The Gabriel Foundation is so fortunate to have you as a truly valued volunteer. 

