Dear Gabriel Foundation Volunteers,


Happy New Year to all The Gabriel Foundation volunteers! Because of the selfless efforts of so many of you, the holidays went very smoothly for the staff and flocks at The Birdbrain in Denver as well as at the Aviary in Elizabeth. Many thanks to those of you who gave up a portion of your holidays to spend time changing papers, sweeping rooms, changing waters and feeding the TGF flock. Your help made such a huge difference! Everyone (feathered and non) is now back into their daily routines, and ready to see all of you again when you have the time! 

Over the last year we were able to focus on what the real needs were at both locations and get volunteer assistance in a timely manner to the TGF staff and flock. By working in concert with the staff, volunteer help has ranged from construction, building maintenance, flight maintenance, food preparation, clerical help, toy making, cleaning, to technical assistance. The evolution of volunteer participation has been remarkable! Donated TGF volunteer hours increased by almost 300% from 2009 to 2010! What a difference a year makes! The words "Thank You" don't even begin to suffice. Know in your hearts that you HAVE made a huge difference to The Gabriel Foundation. 

***
As we have established this routine, the weekly tasks are fairly predictable, and are noted on the attached spreadsheet. Volunteering on a regular basis is ideal (once a week/3 hours) but any spare hours that volunteers can give are always appreciated. Please take a look at the tasks on the attached spreadsheet, contact me with the day/task that you wish to assist with, and I'll check to make sure that it is still available and get your name onto the staff's calendar so that they can expect you. 

If there are volunteer tasks that arise through the month, I will send out requests, specific to those needs.
To our new TGF Volunteers, take a look at the attached "TGF Vol Reminders." These are portions of Updates that have been sent out over the past year, and should be good insights as you come on board!



CO-PARROTING WITH THE TGF FLOCK 

Our next "Co-Parroting With the TGF Flock" will meet Tuesday, January 25th @ 5:30 PM. This class, just for TGF Volunteers, will be held at Julie Murad's home. Refreshments @ 5:30, followed by "Co-Parroting" from 6 - 8 PM. This is a wonderful opportunity to hone your 'parroting' skills and learn from the pros. Receive training/behavior techniques from Julie Murad, CEO and Founder of The Gabriel Foundation, as well as from experts Dr. Noel Opitz and Karen VanderHyde, Aviary Specialist. Topics and skills change every session. There is always something new to learn about the world of parrots! Work with some of the TGF flock and resident 'feathered ambassadors." This is an incredible opportunity for just our volunteers to interact with the birds. 

You must have taken or be in the process of taking "Beyond Bird Basics" and be a TGF member in order to participate. We would like to offer this to active TGF volunteers, so make sure that you are current with your 6 hours per month/6 months of volunteer time. (If you have accumulated 36 hours of volunteering within the 6 month time frame, that would count, as well!) Contact The Gabriel Foundation @ 303.629.5900 to begin "Beyond Bird Basics" online. 


VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION AND TRAINING SUNDAY, February 6, 2011

If you know friends, family, co-workers, neighbors, anyone! who would like to become a volunteer at TGF, please encourage them to download an application online @ www.thegabrielfoundation.org and attend one of our Volunteer Orientation and Training Sessions. The next Orientation is scheduled for tomorrow, February 6th, from 12 PM - 3 PM. Training sessions are scheduled for Wednesday morning, February 9th from 9-11 AM or Sunday, February 13th, from 11 AM - 1 PM. There is no such thing as having too many volunteers! 


TGF DOCENT TRAINING COMING SOON

As you know, The Gabriel Foundation staff provides tours of the Aviary campus to visitors, volunteers and prospective adopters. These tours are by appointment only and give visitors a pretty thorough snapshot of 'a day in the life' of the TGF flock, including information on enrichment, diet, caging, foraging, as well as the history of the Foundation. Currently tours require approximately 1-1.5 hours and are scheduled on Tuesdays @ 10:30, Saturdays @ 10:30, and Sundays @ 
1 PM. Right now they are given by the managing staff and two volunteers.


Beginning in January, 2011, we will be training Tier II volunteers to be TGF Docents. It would be extremely helpful to have knowledgeable TGF volunteers take visitors on tours. This would free up the TGF staff even more to attend to their jobs: caring for the TGF flock, adoptions, relinquishment, fostering, boarding, and administrative tasks...to name just a few! TGF Docent Training will require shadowing a staff member or me for a minimum of 4 tours, followed by participating in 2 tours (with supervision), and culminating with 2 independent tours (with observation). Volunteers who wish to do this must have a thorough knowledge of the history of the Foundation as well as the mission of TGF. This information can be found on the website, www.thegabrielfoundation.org as well as in your Volunteer Handbooks. An understanding of the different species of parrots would be helpful, as well. 

We recommend shadowing different staff members, to get different perspectives on presentations to the public. A printout of bullet points will be provided so that you will have accurate data to share. Always remember, if you don't know the answer to a visitor's question, find a staff member to help you! And, as mentioned below, you need to follow/shadow four tours before teaming with a staff person for tours. 
We would love to work with volunteers on this new 'adventure!' If you have questions before then, please feel free to contact us @ volunteers@thegabrielfoundation.org. And once again, thank you so much for considering this opportunity. 

Kind regards to all.


Gaye Thomasson
 Volunteer Coordinator
 The Gabriel Foundation
 39520 County Road 13 
Elizabeth, Colorado 80107 
T: 303.629.5900 x 235
F: 303.646.1351
www.thegabrielfoundation.org  

"Many have forgotten this truth, but you must not forget it. You remain responsible forever, for what you have tamed." --- Antoine de Saint Exupery  

The Gabriel Foundation is a 501(c)(3) avicultural and veterinary affiliated non-profit parrot welfare organization providing for the needs of parrots everywhere through each of its seven programs: Education outreach, adoption, rehabilitation, long term foster care, sanctuary, rescue and conservation. Tax ID 81396085  

Visit www.thebirdbrain.com often for the very finest in products for parrots and the people who love them. We now carry premium, ultra premium, and holistic dog and cat food along with quality toys and treats! All proceeds benefit the parrots and programs of The Gabriel Foundation, www.thegabrielfoundation.org.


