TGF’s Volunteer of the Month for November is Fred Sieders.   Fred is a new volunteer but he has certainly crammed a lot of volunteering into just a few months at the Aviary. TGF is fortunate to have Fred on board because all he wants to do is make things, cut things, fix things!   He loves working with wood and has made short work of the pallets of wood, drilling and cutting them into chewable pieces for the pvc toys.    One day the toy corridor was empty, the next (after a “Fred visit”) there were boxes upon boxes of wood, ready to be used on the big toys - boxes stacked on each other in the aisle, boxes under the work tables. How  wonderful for other volunteers to have a surplus of wood to replenish toys!   

Fred didn’t let any grass grow under his feet - he was immediately looking for another project for his crafty hands.   As you may know, the resident  two male pigeons were not sharing their own pigeon shelter inside their flight. One of the boys refused to allow the other inside.  It wasn’t looking good for the cooler months to come.   Fred was in that flight, took measurements, and disappeared, only to show up a few days later with an identical shelter for the second pigeon!  It was installed and secured, and now both of the pigeons have their own places to roost at night...thanks to Fred. 

The next project Fred tackled were the bundles of wood for the smaller birds.   Poof!   They were drilled and cut into small pieces and ready to go!  Again, many boxes for volunteers to use to make small toys.   

Then it was on to the newspaper end rolls that need to be sliced.   Fred rolled his cart into Building A,  loaded up with end rolls  and headed home to his workshop.There are now boxes of paper rolls  waiting to be loaded atop cages and pvc toys!  

Fred is now making sure that the tools TGF has are safe and ready for others to use.  He is currently repairing the bandsaw in the workroom, readying it with a new blade.  We know he’s got his eyes out for the next task he can tackle!

Mr. Sieders lives in Elizabeth with his wife, Ellen. They don’t own parrots, but have pigeons, chickens and peacocks.  Mrs. Sieders doesn’t mind sharing her husband and his many skills with The Gabriel Foundation.  In fact, she’s happy to see him stay busy with so many helpful projects.   And we couldn’t be happier, either.   

Congratulations, Fred, for making such a huge impact in such a short time.   You are very much appreciated by the flock and staff of The Gabriel Foundation. 

