Our December volunteer of the month is Deb Rister.  Deb has volunteered for TGF at the Aviary and Adoption Center in Elizabeth for the better part of 2010, helping out in a variety of ways before finding her niche with a few very important tasks.   In the process, Deb has become a much appreciated,  indispensible asset!   

Many weeks ago, Deb signed up to be the Safeway produce pick-up person on Mondays, a time-consuming task in itself.  But Deb wanted to do more, and so she  offered to also shop the local grocery stores to find the freshest, nicest greens (kale, collards, mustard, spinach)  for the TGF flock, not once, but twice a week!     Now, checking out at the grocery store with a few bunches of greens is pretty inconspicuous, but buying large boxes with dozens of bunches of greens can be quite the attention getter, and it does just that when Deb shops for TGF.  Folks started questioning her while standing in line as to what in the world she was doing with all those greens!  So, Deb began carrying TGF tour cards and information about volunteering with her when she went shopping, sharing her passion for the TGF flock and the Foundation with  fellow shoppers!  These impromptu connections have brought new visitors to The Gabriel Foundation, some actually following her back to the Aviary from the grocery store!  

Deb’s efforts don’t stop with the fresh produce and Safeway pick-ups.   She also takes another load off of the TGF staff’s shoulders by shopping once a week at one of the large bulk stores, picking up much needed supplies, like paper towels and soap.   And, though she doesn’t have any of her own, Deb  demonstrates week after week her kindness, passion  and love  for the parrots who reside at TGF..   Thank you, Deb, for everything that you do for The Gabriel Foundation.       .

